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sacred tree has ceased to be used to light the holy fire, the
reason may be simply that the tree does not grow there,
and that accordingly the people are obliged to use such
wood as they can find. We have seen that a branch of the
sacred omumborombonga tree is regularly planted beside the
village hearth, but that In default of it the people have to
put up with a bough of another kind of tree, the omuwapu
(Grevia spec]} Such substitutions were especially apt to be
forced on the Herero in the southern part of the country,
where the omumborombonga tree is very rare and forests do
not exist, the larger trees growing singly or in clumps. In
the north, on the other hand, vegetation is much richer, and
regular woods are to be found. Here, in particular, the
omumborombonga tree is one of the ornaments of the land-
scape. It grows only beside water-courses, and generally
stands solitary, surpassing a tall oak in height, and rivalling
it in girth; indeed, so thick is the trunk that were it
hollowed out a family could lodge in it. Unlike most trees
in the country it is thornless. Whole forests of it grow to
the eastward of Hereroland, in the direction of Lake Ngami.
So close is the grain and so heavy the wood that some of
the early explorers gave it the name of the " iron tree."2
Hence it is well adapted to form the upright stick of the
fire-drill, for which a hard wood is required.

The Herero have a tradition that in the beginning they Herero
and their cattle and all four-footed beasts came forth from ^f
the omumborombonga  tree  in  a single day, whereas   birds, of men
fish, and creeping things sprang from the rain.     However,
slightly different versions of the Herero genesis appear to be sacred
current.    As to the origin of men and cattle from the tree,
public opinion is unanimous ; but some dissenters hold that tree,
sheep and perhaps goats, but certainly sheep, issued from a
flat rock in the north of the country.    For some time past,
unfortunately, the tree has ceased to be prolific; it is of no
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